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Hon Nick Goiran 

Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — Nineteenth Report — “Parliamentary 
Inspector’s report on misconduct and related issues in the Corruption and Crime Commission” 

Resumed from 16 September on the following motion moved by Hon Nick Goiran — 
That the report be noted. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: As we continue the consideration of this particular report, which we have done on at 
least one previous occasion, I am pleased to note that the committee is now in possession of a government 
response to this report. The report was tabled in this place on 17 June 2015, and last week, on 16 September, we 
received a letter from the learned Attorney General that provides the government’s response. The response is 
brief and in this instance it is helpful and encouraging. I propose to briefly quote the substance of the 
government’s response. It reads as follows — 

The Government is pleased to note the improvements in the governance of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission which were set out in the Corruption and Crime Commission’s Repositioning 
Paper. The Government is optimistic that those changes, together with the leadership of 
Commissioner McKechnie QC and his new executive team will ensure that the misconduct which 
referred to in Report 19 and the Parliamentary Inspector’s Report should not be able to occur again. 
The Government is also confident that the improved relationship between the Western Australian Police 
Service and the Corruption and Crime Commission should also assist in ensuring that the problems 
identified in the reports which led to an inability to effectively investigate some of the allegations of 
misconduct will not arise in the future. 
While it is felt that the situation is unlikely to repeat itself, the Government is also generally accepting 
that there are some amendments which could be made to the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct Act 
2003, particularly in respect of the powers of the Parliamentary Inspector, which would also prevent 
these problems arising again. The Government also notes that in its Report No. 18 the Joint Standing 
Committee identified other means by which that could occur. The Government is supportive of the 
intention of the Parliamentary Inspector’s proposals to amend the Corruption, Crime and Misconduct 
Act 2003 and intends to further consider both options and to determine what amendments need to be 
made as part of a broader package of reforms being considered. 

We ought to be pleased with the government’s response to this very important and serious report—that is, the 
nineteenth report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled 
“Parliamentary Inspector’s report on misconduct and related issues in the Corruption and Crime Commission”. 
The report was no small matter. Very serious matters were investigated within the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, which is supposed to be—and is—the peak integrity body in this state. It is no laughing 
matter that this body found that some of its own officers were under investigation and that when the system was 
stress tested to the extent that it was in this instance, the Parliamentary Inspector found some shortcomings in the 
system, which has led to the committee finding on page 8 of the report, which states — 

Finding 1 

The Parliamentary Inspector has recommended three amendments be made to the Corruption and 
Crime Commission Act 2003. 

A committee finding detailed on the same page states — 

The Attorney General report to Parliament as to the action, if any, proposed to be taken by the 
Government with respect to the three recommendations made by the Parliamentary Inspector of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. 

On that basis, Madam Chair, I recommend that we note this report. We will now wait for the government to 
provide those amendments when it brings its package of reforms to this place; hopefully sometime in the near 
future. 

Question put and passed. 
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